
Correspondence
Reply to "Rusticus."

April O, 1874.
Messrs. Editors,—Will you let me say a few words about the letter

from " Rustieus " in your issue of April 2d?
I have been " Down East" many times, and have seen there a few coun-

try physicians who, perhaps, might think as he does, but none who can write
so .smartly, and certainly none, except, through ignorance, so unfairly. One
can well understand that, as tho village storekeeper has to sell dry goods,
groceries, hardware, clothing, provisions, books, crockery, &c, so the trunk
of the rustic doctor must contain the tools of the many departments of our
art; but I have seen few of them who on this account would advise that, the
mercantile business of cities lie conducted after the primitive fashion of their
small community, or assume that they possessed a satisfactory knowledge ofall branches of medicine. On the contrary, I have found most country prac-
titioners ever ready to confess that, they were unable to master till tlie sub-
jects of medical knowledge, even in their practical relations.But Rustieus makes the strange mistake of confounding specialists with
quacks. His typical Drs. S., C. and It. were dishonest men, and hi« patients
who came up to the city fell among thieves. Perhaps these doctors became
specialists merely " by acquiring a certain knack at doing a certain thing in
a certain line," without starting with the determination of making them-
selves specialists by thorough preparation, which he thinks is "all non-
sense." Even the exceptions he makes in the eye and ear are limited by him
to their mechanical or lowest relations.
I notice on tho cover of the same number of the Journal the new an-

nouncement of your medical college. On the list of its instructors, I count
ten teachers in special departments, ten specialists; and more, perhaps, might
be included in this class. Why have so many men to teach what Rustieus
alone could do as wellï Does he think that these gentlemen acquired their
position as teachers, or skill as practitioners, by exhibiting knacks, or
does he think that they treat their patients less honestly than the other gen-
tlemen upon the same list, or than physicians in general ?
I do not intend to discuss the question of specialties in medicine. Rusti-

eus knows enough to know that that was settled long ago. If he still doubts
their necessity he might, perhaps, be convinced of it by a volume, prepared
after the style of his closing paragraph, made up from the case-books of
specialists, of the serious and fatal errors of the too-general practitioner.
Please inform Rustieus that his letters are always interesting, but some-

times incorrect, and that it would be more urbane not to speak of specialist
and quack as synonymous. Non Omnes Omnia.

Letter from Vienna
Vienna, February 23,1874.Messrs. Editors,—Of the cases presented to the students at the Hospi-

tal the present winter, none has awakened more general interest, than the
patient upon whom the operation of total extirpation of the larynx was per-formed by Prof. Billroth, on the 3d of December last. The patient, was a
strong, healthy man, aged about 3o years, who had been unsuccessfully
treated for about eight weeks at the htryngoscopic clinique of Prof. Störck,
by whom he was transferred to the, surgical wards of Billroth. It having
been ascertained (hat the larynx was the seat of an extensive morbid growth
(of an epithelial character, as was afterwards demonstrated), the organ was
opened by means of an external incision, mid the diseased tissue removed,
together with a portion of the vocal cords. This operation afforded the manbut a brief respite from his sufferings, for, in the course of a few days, there
was a recurrence of severe dyspnoea, and an examination revealed the fact
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